An Incomplete List of Price Increases 

(These figures cannot be compared directly to each other since some represent different time on the market. Some also started at levels well below (or above) the average for each class of drug). 

Abbott Labs

Kaletra
3.9%% since 9/00

Norvir
15.5% since 7/99

Comment: both Kaletra and Norvir have been priced near the top of the protease class of drugs from the time of their first approval. Norvir’s high price, however, is less of a problem since the drug is only rarely used at full dose levels.  

Boeringher-Ingelheim

Viramune
25.1% since 11/98

Comment: Viramune was initially priced at the low end of its class (NNRTIs) and remains substantially less expensive than Sustiva, 

Bristol Myers Squibb

Zerit, 40mg
36.30% since 7/96

Zerit, 30mg.
38.7% since 7/96

Videx
33.7% since 5/96 (plus 20% increase at release of EC)

Sustiva
10.0% since 4/98

Comment: Although initial pricing of Videx and Zerit were at the low end of their class (NRTIs), more price increases have been made by Bristol Myers than any other company.

Glaxo Smith Kline

Combivir
27.2% since 10/97

Epivir
35.5% since  1/95

Trizivir
11.3% since 12/00

Ziagen
16.8% since 12/99

Agenerase
12.1%  since 4/99

Comment: These drugs have generally entered the market somewhere above the average price for their respective classes. 

Hoffman La Roche

Fortovase
25.7%
since 11/97

Comment: Fortovase entered the market above the average price level for protease inhibitors.

Merck

Crixivan
20.7% since 11/98

Comment: Crixivan entered the market as the lowest priced protease inhibitor and continues to be price far substantially below all other protease inhibitors.

Pfizer/Agouron

Viracept
11.8% since 12/99

Comment: Viracept entered the market above the average price of other protease inhibitors and subsequent increases leave it priced close to the top of the class. 

Gilead

Viread 

Comment: No increases have yet been made. Viread was initially priced slightly above the top of NRTI class and similar to some NNRTIs. 

